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his element replaces the natural environment section of the city's 1979 comprehensive 
plan, and incorporates the critical area policies adopted by the city in 1992. Its purpose is 
to guide future development in a manner that provides reasonable protection of 
community residents and businesses from natural hazards, including seismic and volcanic 

events, landslides, and flooding. In addition, the natural environment element provides direction 
for protection of the community's environmental resources and features, such as potable water 
sources, scenic wooded hillsides, surface water systems, and wetlands. It serves as the policy 
basis for the city's environmental regulations required by GMA (RCW36.70A.060). 

The natural environment element is closely related to the land use element. Before informed land 
use decisions can be made, an understanding of the carrying capacity of the land based on an 
examination of local environmental characteristics is necessary. In addition, the community's 
identity may also be shaped by the manner in which the built and natural environments are 
integrated. 

 

PHYSICAL SETTING 

Air Quality 

The prevailing wind direction in Chehalis is south or southwesterly during the wet season, and 
northwesterly during the summer. The strongest winds are generally southeasterly to 
southwesterly, and are associated with more intense winter systems. 

According to 1993 information gathered by the Southwest Air Pollution Control Agency 
(SWAPCA) the main sources of air pollutants in the region are automobiles, wood stoves, 
outdoor burning, road dust and industrial emissions. Regionally, particulate matter sources are: 
industry 30.6%; outdoor burning 26.5%; vehicles 25.7%; wood stoves 16.3%; and non-road 
mobile 0.9%. Regional sources for nitrogen oxide production are: industry 56.9%; vehicles 
34.7%; outdoor burning 2.5%; wood stoves .07%; and non-road mobile 5.2%. Suspended 
particulate matter and nitrogen dioxide are considered to be the principal sources of air pollution, 
contributing to conditions such as smog, lung irritation and acid rain, among many others. 

T
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Between storms in late fall and winter, Chehalis and much of the rest of southwest Washington is 
often blanketed with a relatively stable air mass that can inhibit the natural cleansing of 
suspended pollutants. Air quality thus tends to be worse in the winter, when slow-moving air 
masses can trap air pollutants near the surface. 

The largest point source of industrial air pollution in the region (as well as the state) is a coal 
fired power plant in Centralia. Although this plant has recently received tax incentives from the 
state to update its technology to improve air quality, the plant is currently for sale and its future 
is uncertain. 

 

Surface Water Resources and Water Quality 

Surface water conditions have historically been a key element in the city's development. Aside 
from issues related to water supply and quality, flooding has been a frequent and sometimes 
urgent concern. This element will provide an inventory of surface water resources and discuss 
water quality, while an examination of flooding issues is presented in the Land Use element. 

The Chehalis River Basin is the second largest in the state, covering an area of 2,114 square 
miles. Centralia and Chehalis lie in the center of the upper portion of the basin. The larger 
tributary to the Chehalis River within the study area is the Newaukum River. Other smaller 
tributaries include Dillenbaugh Creek, Coal Creek and Salzer Creek. Although the majority of 
these tributaries lie outside the Chehalis city limits, a small section of Salzer Creek flows through 
the northern city boundary. In addition, Coal Creek enters the city at Coal Creek Road and runs 
northerly until it meets Salzer Creek. A portion of Dillenbaugh Creek and the Newaukum River 
are inside the city limits parallel to I-5 and just south of Stan Hedwall Park, respectively. Finally, 
a section of the Chehalis River forms part of the western boundary of the city. The Chehalis 
River itself runs approximately 123 miles. The Chehalis River Basin is not glacially fed, and is 
not reliant on snow pack. 

Water quality problems have been identified in the Chehalis River Basin for at least 30 years. A 
1992 study conducted by the Department of Ecology (DOE) shows problems with low dissolved 
oxygen during low flow periods, and elevated bacteria counts and turbidity during high flows. As 
a result of this study, DOE has imposed significantly more restrictive requirements on Chehalis 
in areas that discharge to the most critical reach of the river. The city is in the process of 
planning to address needed wastewater treatment improvements. 

The Newaukum River watershed flows northwesterly along the Newaukum Prairie until its 
confluence with the Chehalis River near the Chehalis Western Railroad. The Newaukum 
drainage area is comprised of 438 square miles, flowing through mostly agricultural and forested 
land. The area is found outside the study area except for a small meandering stretch south of Stan 
Hedwall Park. The Newaukum River also comprises the southernmost boundary of the study 
area. According to DOE, no water quality data is currently available for this watershed. Chehalis 
draws water primarily from the North Fork of the Newaukum for domestic uses. The city also 
has a secondary water supply source on the Chehalis River, at the confluence of the Newaukum. 
The city provides water treatment that meets state and federal drinking water requirements. 

Dillenbaugh Creek runs for 8.4 miles, with a drainage area of 17.6 square miles. The creek is a 
small tributary of the Chehalis River running northwesterly, roughly parallel to I-5. Land uses 
along the Dillenbaugh are primarily rural and agricultural, with some industrial development. 
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Berwick Creek is Dillenbaugh's major tributary, with a stream length of 7.6 miles. It drains 
through rural and residential areas. Its confluence is east of I-5 near Maurin Road. Berwick 
Creek represents about a third of the total Dillenbaugh Creek drainage. Another, smaller 
tributary of the Dillenbaugh is referred to as the 'Dilly Twig.' The stream flows through the 
northwest end of the industrial park adjacent to Bishop Road. The stream's length and origin is 
unknown. 

In November 1986, heavy flooding caused wood-preserving chemicals to leak from underground 
storage tanks and open sumps at the American Crossarm and Conduit (ACC) facility located 
along the Dillenbaugh Creek. The facility covered approximately 14 acres and consisted of a 
treatment building, surface impoundment, kilns, mill and landfill. From the 1930s until 1983, the 
ACC facility was used to treat wood crossarms and conduits with creosote and/or 
pentachlorophenol. The facility shut down in 1983 due to noncompliance with waste handling 
requirements. The extent of contamination has been documented and the facility is formally 
classified as an active superfund site managed by the EPA. 

In 1987 the DOE southwest regional office surveyed specific portions of the Dillenbaugh Creek 
drainage during both high and low flow conditions. Water quality was found to be impacted by 
illegal discharges, failing septic systems and poor animal management practices. The Lewis 
County Conservation District is conducting a water quality monitoring plan to assess water 
quality of the Dillenbaugh Creek watershed, determine specific remediation approaches, and 
establish best management practices. The study, funded by a Centennial Clean Water Grant 
awarded by DOE, resulted in the publication of a management plan in 1995. The plan has 
resulted in the implementation of specific actions to improve water quality. Monitoring is 
ongoing. 

Coal Creek is a small tributary of Salzer Creek, flowing west and northwest for approximately 
20.5 miles. Coal Creek enters into the study boundary where it crosses Coal Creek Road, east of 
Taylor Avenue. 

An eight-acre superfund site is located along Coal Creek one mile northeast of Chehalis. In the 
early 1900s the site was primarily owned by public utilities. It is currently owned by the Lewis 
County Public Utility District. The utility companies used the site for manufacturing, repairing 
and recycling, and permitted their lessors to scrap electrical equipment, including transformers 
containing PCBs. Dioxins, heavy metals and a building containing asbestos were also found to 
be present. Cleanup efforts for the site began in 1993, and were completed in 1994. Ground 
water monitoring will continue through 1998. Deed and other restrictions will prohibit 
development of the site for at least fifty years. 

Salzer Creek runs northwest along the Salzer Valley, then turns south and west until it meets the 
Chehalis River west of I-5. The Salzer Creek watershed consists of approximately 17.3 square 
miles of mostly agricultural and forested lands. The majority of the creek is located outside the 
city, although a portion of it is inside the city just south of the Southwest Washington 
Fairgrounds. 

In 1986 DOE conducted a survey of Salzer Creek to identify point and non-point pollution 
sources in the drainage area. Problems were discovered with very low dissolved oxygen and high 
fecal coliform levels. Inadequate farm animal management practices were identified as the 
predominant cause of these problems. Leachate from the Centralia landfill (a superfund site) and 
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stormwater runoff from the Southwest Washington Fairgrounds were also identified as a 
pollution problem by DOE in 1993. 

Airport Lake. A portion of Airport Lake is located within the Chehalis city limits. According to 
the National Wetland Inventory Map, the majority of the lake is classified as palustrine emergent 
and palustrine unconsolidated bottom. The Airport Lake basin is used as a receptor for storm 
water runoff during high flow periods. If water elevations in the lake are high enough, flood 
water is pumped from the lake into the Chehalis River to the north. Data concerning water 
quality is not currently available. 

 

Groundwater Resources and Water Quality 

Subsurface characteristics in the Chehalis area contain aquifers that are typically small, shallow 
and unconfined. As a result of these isolated aquifers, the majority of the city's domestic water 
supply comes from surface water sources, primarily the North Fork of the Newaukum River. The 
source capacity for the North Fork is 1,944 gallons per minute (gpm). The city also may draw up 
to 3,500 gpm from the Chehalis River, based upon current pump and transmission line capacity. 
The city's permitted withdrawal capacity from the Chehalis River is 6,730 gpm. Due to periodic 
levels of high turbidity, the city constructed a filtration plant in 1960 to correct the problem. 
Domestic water quality for the city complies with the state's Safe Drinking Water Act. 

As part of a routine public water supply application in 1993, a well on north Hamilton Road near 
LaBree Road was tested for volatile organic compounds. The sampling showed elevated levels of 
contaminants that may present a risk of cancer in human populations. Contaminants within the 
aquifer have been found as far as Rice Road. As a result, wells in the area may no longer be used 
for drinking water, and most local residents are using bottled water. The contamination is 
generally regarded as untreatable. Possible corrective measures have been considered, including 
the exploration of financing mechanisms that would permit the extension of public water service 
to the area. The DOE has set up 13 monitoring wells around the Centralia landfill (a superfund 
site) located about 1,000 feet east of the Chehalis River at the Lewis County/Centralia Transfer 
Station (immediately west of the Southwest Washington Fairgrounds). Groundwater is sampled 
at the landfill quarterly. Two monitoring wells completed in a shallow portion of the aquifer, 
west and south of the landfill, showed elevated concentrations of ammonia, chloride, total 
dissolved solids, iron, manganese and total organic carbon (DOE, 1993). The chloride 
concentration has steadily increased since December 1990, and it appears that a potential exists 
for contaminants from the landfill to affect water quality in Salzer Creek and the Chehalis River. 
Elevated levels of nitrates have also shown up on samples taken for septic tank applications. 
Lewis County is currently tabulating and mapping the sites showing nitrate concentration to 
determine the extent of the contamination (Lewis County, 1994). Although the landfill and the 
monitoring wells are located outside of the study area, the potential for these contaminants to 
migrate to groundwater within the study area should be evaluated. 
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Geology, Topography and Soils 

Geology. The geology underlying the study area consists of: 

· non-glacial alluvium and alpine glacial deposits that were deposited in the Chehalis River 
valley within the last 200,000 years; 

· late Eocene and Oligocene sandstones and siltstones, deposited some 24 to 50 million years 
ago, that make up the steeper slopes east of the city; and 

· Miocene siltstone (5 to 24 million years old) and ancient landslide deposits that underlie the 
gentler topography southeast of the city. 

The sands, gravels and silts of the Chehalis valley were deposited by the Chehalis River, and also 
by melting alpine glaciers that occupied the Cowlitz River valley. These deposits cover the 
valley floor, up to the approximate elevation of Market Boulevard. 

The sandstones and siltstones east of the city consist of two formations: 

· the Skookumchuck formation, which is primarily sandstone with some coal deposits. This 
formation occurs only to the north of the mint factory; and 

· the Lincoln Creek formation, which constitutes the rest of these slopes, is primarily 
sandstone. 

East of 20th Street, the Wilkes formation combines with some ancient landslide deposits to make 
up the slopes above the valley floor. This formation is a weak, semi-consolidated siltstone 
formed from sediments from a large lake that occupied the area during the Miocene Epoch. 

There are also two inactive faults in the study area, each trending east and west. The Salzer 
Creek Fault runs beneath the north end of the city, while the Chehalis Fault lies just south of 
Main Street. 
 

Seismic Hazards. The US Geological Survey established seismic risk zones to rate the expected 
level of ground shaking if an earthquake were to occur. The zones range from 1 (least amount of 
shaking) through 4 (most amount of shaking). The seismic zone for all of Washington is 3 (DNR 
1994). 

Aside from the 1983 eruption of Mount St. Helens, the most recent seismic event impacting the 
area occurred in 1949, when an earthquake occurred 30 miles deep near the Nisqually Delta. The 
US Army Corps of Engineers determined that the greatest damage from this event was found in 
the Chehalis/Centralia area. There is evidence that areas near the Chehalis River and I-5 
experienced liquefaction. Several buildings in Chehalis underwent subsidence several days 
following the earthquake. 
 

Topography. The Chehalis valley is characterized by a broad, well-developed flood plain and 
low terraces surrounded by upland valleys of low to moderate relief. These terraces typically 
feature broad, rounded ridges. The Chehalis, Coal and Salzer river valley floors are flat, and 
range from 180-220 feet in elevation above sea level. The slopes in these valleys begin abruptly 
and rise to a plateau of approximately 500 feet in elevation. Topography in the study area is most 
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abrupt adjacent to the northeast boundary and directly east of downtown, rising at a grade in 
excess of 40 percent. 
 

Soils. In the downtown Chehalis area soils are generally in the Salkum-Prather-Lacamas series, 
and have been largely disturbed. Typically, bottom lands contain deep layers of Lacamas silt 
loam soils that generally drain very poorly. Permeability and runoff of this soil is very slow, 
while the available water capacity is moderately high. This soil type is generally regarded as 
well-suited for urban development. The main limitation in disturbing the soil for any purpose is 
muddiness caused by seasonal soil wetness. 

Soils to the east of the city are primarily of the Melbourne-Buckpeak-Centralia series. The 
Melbourne soil type is a very deep, well-drained soil found on benches, hillsides, and broad ridge 
tops. Permeability of this soil is slow, while runoff is high with a moderate hazard for erosion. 
Uses currently include timber production, wildlife habitat, watershed management, and some 
limited residential home site development. The main limitation for the disturbance of this soil 
type is muddiness caused by seasonal soil wetness. 

Soils found west of the city are in the Reed-Chehalis series. Reed soils are very deep, poorly 
drained soils found on floodplains. In many areas, drainage has been altered by tilling. 
Permeability and runoff of this soil is slow, while available water capacity is high. This soil is 
subject to frequent, brief flooding periods in winter and early spring. Most areas of this soil are 
used for hay production and pasture lands. A few areas can be used for field crops, wildlife 
habitat and home sites, but the main limitation is the hazard of flooding. 

To the south of the city in the Newaukum Prairie, a mixture of soil types can be found. These 
very deep soils are generally poor to moderately well-drained, located on broad plains and 
terraces. Permeability and runoff is slow, while available water capacity is high. In some areas, 
erosion hazard is slight. Water can be perched above the clay subsoil in winter and early spring. 
These soil types can support wildlife habitat, managed watersheds, hay, pastures, crop lands, and 
some areas can be used for home sites and urban development. 

A map of soils in the Chehalis area is shown as Figure NE-1. 
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Wetlands. The approximate location of known wetlands has been inventoried and mapped by the 
US Department of the Interior. Because Chehalis is located in a wide, flat valley with minimal 
slope variation, the community is surrounded by several small to mid-size wetlands. Wetlands 
support regular large concentrations of wintering migratory waterfowl and fish. 

The majority of these wetlands are located along the shorelines of the Chehalis River and 
Dillenbaugh Creek to the west, the Newaukum River to the west and south, and along the I-5 and 
Burlington Railroad corridors running north and south through Chehalis. Classification of most 
area wetlands are palustrine emergent, palustrine forested and palustrine scrub shrub. Almost all 
the mapped wetlands are either seasonally or temporarily flooded. In a few locations along the 
Chehalis and Newaukum Rivers and Dillenbaugh Creek there are isolated riverine upper 
perennial and palustrine emergent wetlands that are permanently and semi-permanently flooded 
wetlands. Mapped wetland areas are shown on Figure NE-2. 

 

Wildlife Habitat Areas. Identification and classification of many of the fish and wildlife habitats 
within the city have not been developed. However, the presence of wooded areas and open water 
suggest suitable habitat a variety of species that require such habitat. Because the majority of 
locally occurring wetlands are associated with flood-prone areas within riparian areas, these 
wetlands may also serve as open space corridors useful to wildlife for forage or migration. 

Riparian areas in Chehalis are a large part of the natural landscape. Riparian habitats provide 
most of the food, protection, spawning, breeding, and rearing for a wide variety of wildlife 
species. Trees and other plants provide shade, which helps keep water temperatures cool while 
stabilizing banks, and supplying food and shelter. Shoreline trees can fall into streams, creating 
small dams and pools that offer fish-rearing habitat. Tall grasses and branches can provide 
protected breeding and rearing grounds for migratory and resident waterfowl. 

The Priority Habitats and Species program, provided by the Washington State Department of 
Wildlife (DFW), has mapped specific sites within the study area where some priority species are 
currently nesting. Priority habitats are known to occur along the Chehalis and Newaukum Rivers 
and Dillenbaugh Creek. 

 

Fisheries Habitat. The Chehalis River basin contains approximately 3,353 miles of stream 
habitat, providing a complex and diverse ecosystem with spawning and rearing areas that support 
several economically valuable species of anadromous fish. The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) has been mandated by the Chehalis River Basin Fishery Resources Study and 
Restoration Act (Public Law 101-452) to 'undertake a comprehensive study of the fishery 
resources and habitats for the Chehalis River Basin of Washington State, develop goals, 
recommend long and short term actions to maximize the restoration and conservation of those 
fishery resources, and report the findings to Congress.' The primary species considered under the 
Act include salmon, steelhead, and cutthroat trout. Each of these species is now receiving greater 
attention from state and federal agencies as potentially endangered or threatened species. 

Early findings show that declining fish population is due to pulp mill effluents, increased 
temperatures and/or low dissolved oxygen, dams and diversions, forest practices, agricultural 
practices, urbanization and industrialization, gravel mining, sedimentation, and commercial 
fishing (USFWS 1993). 



ADOPTED CHEHALIS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN NE-15  NATURAL ENVIRONMENT ELEMENT  
JULY 12, 1999  DAVID EVANS AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 

More specific to the study area, Chinook salmon attempt to rest in the Chehalis River between 
Centralia and Chehalis before gradually moving upstream to spawn in early fall. As a result of a 
variety of interrelated conditions, the ideal river temperature is routinely exceeded from June to 
September, and low dissolved oxygen readings were recorded in late summer. The combination 
of high temperatures and low oxygen form a block to fish migration and prevent juvenile salmon 
and trout from using otherwise suitable rearing areas in the main stem of the Chehalis. 

 

Natural Resources 

Forest Resources. Neither the DNR nor the US Forest Service have forest land holdings inside 
Chehalis or within the proposed IUGA. There is no forest land of long-term commercial value 
within the city or the IUGA. 

 

Mineral Resources. Coal mining was an integral part of the area's industrial and economic 
history, particularly throughout the Skookumchuck geologic foundation. At least 58 mines have 
been known to operate in Lewis County since 1870. Two mines were located within the study 
area (section 29, 14-2W), but each was abandoned by 1952. Also in that area, a clay mine and 
brick yard operated during the 1950s mining weathered siltstone from the Skookumchuck 
formation for processing into brick and drain tiles. There are currently no active areas of mineral 
extraction within the study area. However, the Centralia Mining Company, located two miles 
northeast on Big Hanaford Road, has been active since 1971. The surface mine, or strip mine, 
produces approximately five million tons of coal a year. The majority of this coal is used by 
PP&L. 

There are known abandoned 'borrow pits' located in Chehalis. These pits were created for road 
construction in the 1950s. Reclamation has not occurred on these sites, and the pits have since 
turned into established wetlands. 

 

Agricultural Land. Several acres along the I-5 corridor, and within the city limits, are used for 
agricultural purposes. A significant portion of the acreage within the proposed IUGA is also used 
for agriculture, including pasture, grass harvest, and Christmas tree production. 

Current land use trends suggest that conversion from agricultural to residential or industrial uses 
within the city and the IUGA will continue. Because the vast majority of these agricultural lands 
fall within the floodway, and several inventoried wetlands have been documented, more 
intensive development may be severely restricted. 

There is no agricultural land of long-term commercial significance within the city or the IUGA. 
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GOALS AND POLICIES 

GMA Goals 

The following goals found in the GMA are related to the Natural Environment element. These 
goals are not stated in any order of priority. 

Property Rights. Private property shall not be taken for public use without just compensation 
having been made. The rights of landowners shall be protected from arbitrary and discriminatory 
actions. 

Natural Resource Industries. Maintain and enhance natural resource-based industries, including 
productive timber, agricultural, and fisheries industries. 

Open Space and Recreation. Encourage the retention of open space and development of 
recreational opportunities, conserve fish and wildlife habitat, increase access to natural resource 
lands and water, and develop parks. 

Environment. Protect the environment and enhance the state's high quality of life, including air 
and water quality, and the availability of water. 

 

County-wide Planning Policies 

Lewis County's planning policies were designed to complement and expand upon the goals set 
forth in GMA. Those policies that relate to the Natural Environment element follow. 

 
 
6.0    The rights of property owners shall be considered in the creation or revision of 

development regulations.   
 

6.1   Non-regulatory incentives such as conservation easements, land exchanges, land banking, 
assessment relief and similar incentive programs shall be included, where appropriate, in 
development regulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Property Rights. Private property shall not be taken for public use without just compensation 
having been made. The property rights of landowners shall be protected from arbitrary and 
discriminatory actions. 
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8.0 Land uses adjacent to agricultural, forest, or mineral resource lands shall not interfere 

with the continued use of these designated lands for the production of food or agricultural 
based products, or timber, or for the extraction of minerals.  Encroachment on resource 
lands by incompatible uses shall be prevented by maintenance of adequate buffering 
between conflicting activities. 

  
8.1 Approvals for plats, short plats, building permits and other residential development 

permits that are issued for development activities on or adjacent to designated natural 
resource areas should include a notice that certain activities may occur that are not 
compatible with residences. These notices should be filed for record with Lewis County. 

 
8.2 Fishery resources, including the County's river systems inclusive of their tributaries, as 

well as the area's lakes, and associated wetlands, should be protected and enhanced for 
continued productivity.     

 
8.3      Tourism and recreation, including economic opportunities that provide supplemental     
           income to the natural resources industries, should be encouraged. 
 
8.4       All jurisdictions should encourage best management practices (BMP) to reduce adverse   
         environmental impacts on natural resources 
 
8.5       Lands adjacent to urban growth areas which are designated resource lands may be   
            incorporated into the urban growth area if: 
 

A.  A need is established for expansion into that resource land where there is no practical 
alternative in order to accommodate future urban population, commercial/industrial, or 
recreational uses, and  

 
B.  The factors in the WAC 365-190-050, 365-190-060, 365-190-070, and 365-195-335 
are considered, and 

 
C. Findings are made relating to the changing conditions which led to the natural 
resource de-designation.  (Such findings constitute a removal from the resource 
designation). 

 

 

 

 

8. Natural Resource Industries. Maintain and enhance natural resource-based industries 
including productive timber, agricultural, mineral extraction and fisheries industries. Encourage 
the conservation of productive forestlands and productive agricultural lands, and discourage 
incompatible uses. 
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9.0 The use of Open Space and Forestry Taxation Laws shall be encouraged as a useful 

method of resource preservation. 
 
9.1 Parks, recreation, scenic areas and scenic byways, and viewing points should be 

encouraged.   
 
9.2 The Lewis County river systems and tributaries are a resource that should be protected, 

enhanced, and utilized for active and passive recreation. 
 
9.3 Encourage cluster housing and innovative techniques for planned developments in the 

County to provide open space systems and recreational opportunities. 
 

9.4 Land use planning for the adopted urban growth areas shall encourage greenbelt or open 
space uses and encourage the protection of wildlife habitat areas. 

9. Open Space and Recreation.  Encourage the retention of open space and development of 
recreational opportunities, conserve fish and wildlife habitat, increase access to natural resource 
lands and water, and develop parks.   
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10.0 All jurisdictions should encourage the enhancement of the functions and values for 

critical areas when developing sub-area plans and development regulations. 
 
10.1 Floodplains, wetlands, watersheds and aquifers are essential components of the 

hydrologic system and shall be managed through interagency agreements to protect 
surface and groundwater quality. 

 
10.2 All jurisdictions shall recognize the river systems within the County as pivotal freshwater 

resources and public water supply and shall manage development within the greater 
watershed in a manner consistent with planning practices that do not seriously degrade 
the integrity of the resource. 

 
10.3 Septic systems, disposal of dredge spoils, and land excavation, filling and clearing 

activities shall conform with critical area development regulations and not have a 
significant adverse affect on Lewis County water bodies with respect to public health, 
fisheries, aquifers, water quality, wetlands, and fish and wildlife habitat.   

 
10.4 All jurisdictions shall consider threatened, endangered, or sensitive fish and wildlife 

species when evaluating and conditioning commercial, industrial or residential 
development. 

 
10.5 Lewis County, in cooperation with appropriate local, state and federal agencies should 

continue to develop and update the comprehensive flood control management program. 
 
10.6 Floodplains, lakes, rivers, streams, and other water resources should be managed for  
 multiple beneficial uses including, but not limited to flood and erosion control, fish and  
 wildlife habitat, agriculture, aquaculture, open space and water supply. Use of water  
 resources should to the fullest extent possible preserve and promote opportunities for  
 other uses.   
 
10.7 All jurisdictions should work towards developing policies and regulations outlining best 

management practices (BMP) within aquifer recharge areas to protect the quality of 
groundwater.  

 

10.8 Recycling programs should be encouraged. 

 

 

 

10. Environment.  Protect the environment and enhance Lewis County’s high quality of life 
including air and water quality, and the availability of water.  
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City Goals and Policies 

The goals and policies stated herein are the result of significant public discussion. They reflect 
the desire of the citizens of Chehalis to maintain a high quality natural environment, and to make 
future policy decisions in a manner that is consistent with local, county and state goals. 
 

General 

N.01 To encourage maintenance of the natural qualities of the city by providing for 
development in a manner that recognizes environmentally sensitive areas, and is 
aesthetically and environmentally compatible with surrounding land uses. 

N.01.01 Make and carry out SEPA decisions in a reasonable and fair manner. 

N.01.02 Require an environmental assessment before acting on any request for development 
within a designated critical or resource area. If adverse impacts cannot be substantially 
mitigated, the proposed development should not be permitted. 

N.01.03 Encourage the use of Planned Unit Development and other appropriate regulatory 
approaches in areas containing unique natural features, or in areas determined by 
generally available information or by site studies to contain areas sensitive to 
development. 

N.01.04 Ensure the protection of the functions and values of the natural environment under all 
projected growth scenarios. 

N.01.05 Work with local, state, regional and federal agencies to consider the cumulative impacts 
of proposed and future land use development on environmental issues. 

 

N.02 To promote local action that will ensure clean air and water for Chehalis residents, 
protect residents and the built environment from the damage and danger of landslide 
and flooding, and protect natural vegetation and wildlife habitat, while also promoting 
reasonable urban development. 

N.02.01 Ensure the compatibility of proposed land uses with existing topography, geology, soil 
suitability, surface water, ground water, frequently flooded areas, wetlands, climate, 
vegetation and wildlife. 

N.02.02 Work with regional, state and federal agencies who can provide funding, expertise, and 
other assistance in the conservation or protection of natural resources. 

 

Air Quality 

N.03 To work with regional, state and federal agencies in maintaining high standards for air 
quality. 

N.03.01 Monitor potential adverse impacts to air quality through SEPA. 

N.03.02 Minimize creation of emissions or discharges that impair air quality. 
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Water and Natural Drainage 

N.04 To promote the preservation and improvement of water quality for human and wildlife 
use and consumption. 

N.04.01 Encourage citizens to practice water conservation, and to reuse treated wastewater for 
appropriate uses whenever possible. 

N.04.02 Maintain storm drainage facility and design criteria to facilitate water quality protection. 

N.04.03 Encourage stormwater runoff management by utilizing natural drainage ways, by 
upgrading the city's storm drainage system, and by requiring Best Management 
Practices in the design, construction and maintenance of stormwater facilities. 

N.04.04 Preserve existing vegetation as much as possible to prevent additional storm water 
runoff or soil erosion from new development, and to protect wildlife habitat. Require 
revegetation in appropriate circumstances. 

 

Critical Areas – Flood Plain and Wetlands 

N.05 To minimize the human and financial costs to the citizens and Chehalis property from 
flood hazards. 

N.05.01 Maintain regulations requiring property owners to protect any development in a flood 
hazard area. 

N.05.02 Continue to participate in National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 

N.05.03 Continue to participate in Community Rating System (CRS) Program. 

N.05.04 Require flood proofing for subsidized housing development where appropriate. 

N.05.05 Support the establishment of flood control projects which provide a reasonable cost/ 
benefit ratio. 

 

N.06 To promote appropriate uses of wetlands and flood-prone properties. 

N.06.01 Encourage the establishment and maintenance of wildlife corridors and habitat areas in 
wetlands and associated flood-prone areas. 

N.06.02 Provide regulatory incentives that reward the concentration of development on upland 
and non-flood zone portions of development sites. 

N.06.03 Develop parks and recreation facilities in floodplains when practicable and appropriate. 

N.06.04 Protect and conserve, where possible, estuaries, wetlands, and other shoreline 
environments which have historically provided natural containment areas for flood 
waters and also provide an associated function such as habitat. 

N.06.05 Permit development in flood-prone areas only when such development is in compliance 
with local, state and federal regulations. 

N.06.06 Provide regulatory and tax incentives to preserve wetland areas that maintain high 
biological productivity and diversity. 
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N.06.07 Maintain an appropriate vegetated wetland buffer for developments near stream 
corridors or wetlands, consistent with the ability to protect the resource. Natural 
vegetation should be maintained and, when appropriate, enhanced within the buffer. 
The buffer width should be determined by the city, depending on the degree of 
sensitivity of the site. 

 

N.07 To maintain an awareness of regional issues and new technologies related to flood 
control management. 

N.07.01 Work with the city of Centralia, Lewis County, and other jurisdictions which are 
affected by flooding from the Chehalis and Newaukum Rivers, and also with other 
special purpose public and/or private agencies to explore and develop methods of flood 
control. 

N.07.02 Develop a database which documents the frequency, duration and uniqueness of local 
flood events. 

N.07.03 Develop a database which provides an inventory of vacant land within the flood plain. 

N.07.04 Review the effectiveness of flood control efforts in other jurisdictions in Southwestern 
Washington. 

 

Soils 

N.08 To promote the conservation and protection of soils as a natural resource. 

N.08.01 Require development approvals or permits prior to the initiation of any significant land 
clearing, filling or grading activities. 

N.08.02 Establish regulations to ensure that land surface modifications (clearing, filling and 
grading) will not induce changes in surface or subsurface drainage that would adversely 
impact the affected drainage basin. 

N.08.03 Establish Special Use permit review for all proposed commercial extraction of minerals, 
gravel and sand, quarrying and other similar resources. 

 


