

CITY OF CHEHALIS

FINAL

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

for the

Chehalis Comprehensive Plan

June 1999
FACT SHEET









ACTION

The city of Chehalis proposes to adopt a Comprehensive Plan prepared pursuant to the requirements of the Washington State Growth Management Act.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Comprehensive Plan as proposed, encompasses the existing city limits of Chehalis. The planning period for the Comprehensive Plan is from 1998 to 2018.

As of 1998, the city contained 3,466 acres (or 5.4 square miles). The city has also identified a planning and growth area ranging from 1,877 acres to 2,928 acres. This area would be planned for growth and annexation within a 20-year period. In Alternative C the area would be planned for growth over a 40-year period.

The Comprehensive Plan contains six elements: Land Use, Housing, Transportation, Natural Environment, Capital Facilities, and Utilities. The intent of the Plan is to increase commercial and industrial businesses to create a sound economic base within the city, and provide residential uses in a variety of housing types and densities. An expanded employment base is desired for existing and future residents. By 2018 the projections indicate there would be a population of 8,668 persons and 3,509 households and would be employment for 8,745 persons.

All new development (residential, commercial and industrial) is to be urban growth, consistent with the existing character of development in Chehalis. To accomplish this, the Comprehensive Plan proposes to:

include environmental planning as part of the plan;

· provide an overall urban residential density of 4 units per acre or greater;

· increase commercial and industrial development to provide "family wage" jobs and stimulate economic growth;

· provide a transportation network that responds to the needs of the city, including transit, pedestrian and bicycle circulation;

· provide an efficient and dependable level of community services to all residents;

· maintain the community's small town identity; and

· increase intergovernmental coordination.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAFT PLAN ALTERNATIVES

The range of alternatives considered for the Chehalis Comprehensive Plan land use scenarios and reviewed by the Draft EIS are summarized below.

Revised Alternative A - The Preferred Alternative

Revised Alternative A would provide the necessary changes to comply with the Growth Management Act. The city size would be 5,791 acres of (9.05 square miles). By the year 2018, there would be a population of 8,668 persons and 3,509 households. The future buildout of the planning area in this alternative would produce a population of 19,030 persons and 7,040 housing units.

Revised Alternative A includes:

· the same land use pattern in most areas where development is complete;

· additional land to accommodate population growth allocated by Lewis County;

· sufficient land to promote Chehalis as a regional employment center focusing on "family wage" jobs;

· an Interim Urban Growth Area (IUGA) of 2,314 acres;

· intergovernmental coordination for development of lands in the IUGA and finding solutions to regional issues (i.e. flooding, wastewater treatment);

· growth areas to provide a variety of housing, new commercial to serve it and expansion of the industrial;

· a broad range of residential densities, including adjustments to residential densities to serve the housing market;

· innovative development techniques such as residential clustering;

· new commercial areas along I-5 that provide of regional and freeway commercial services;

· new circulation corridors and interconnections provided as growth occurs;

· expanded opportunities for access to park and recreation facilities serving the community; and

· city services and utilities that assure affordable services to existing and new residents and businesses.

Under this alternative about 21% of the land area in the city would be residential; 67% would be commercial and industrial; 4% would be community facilities; and 6% parks and open space. The land in residential areas would be comprised of about 95% low density residential and 5% high-density residential housing.

Alternative B - The Small Growth Area Alternative

This alternative covers existing city of Chehalis and a small IUGA. The IUGA is 1,877 acres in size. The existing city is 3,466 acres (or 5.4 square miles). The city size with the IUGA would be about 5,343 (or 8.3 square miles).

This alternative would have slightly more land for low-density residential housing and would reduce the land for high-density residential housing. This alternative would support a variety of housing densities with the average low-density residential area at 6 dwelling units (du) per acre and the average high-density residential area at 20 du per acre. The population and employment growth projected would be confined to a smaller area. Full buildout of the planning area could produce a population of 16,602 persons and 6,227 households.

The goals and policies would otherwise remain the same as the Revised Alternative A, but the land use designations would differ. Some of the differences would include:

· a smaller IUGA of 1,877 acres;

· designating land use areas for open space where there are extensive environmental constraints such as floodway and wetlands, or established low-density development interspersed with open space and placing development limitations on those lands;

· higher average densities for both single family and multifamily housing because of the smaller IUGA;

· planning for regional stormwater detention for areas with no storm detention as a supplement to the new individual project detention sites;

· more intense commercial and industrial development, because of the smaller IUGA;

· annexation of the IUGA would be phased to assure adequate facilities and services; and

· less emphasis on roads and more emphasis on pedestrian, transit and bicycle connections.

Under this Revised Alternative about 32% of the total land area in the city would be Residential; 32% would be Commercial and Industrial; 4% would be Community Facilities; and 32% would be Open Space and Parks. The residential land areas would be split with 71% low density residential and 29% high-density residential housing.

Alternative C - Increased Industrial Growth Alternative

This Alternative encompasses a slightly larger area than the Preferred Alternative. The IUGA overlaps with the proposed IUGA for the city of Napavine. In this Alternative, the IUGA would extend south to the Newaukum River and east to the hillside. Alternative C's planning area covers 6,394 acres (9.9 square miles). The IUGA would contain 2,928 acres.

This alternative would substantially increase low-density residential housing with new land proposed for 4 to 10 dwelling units per acre. A portion of the planning area (691 acres) would be reserved for future urban use, with the urbanization of this area to occur after 20 years. Buildout of the planning area in this alternative would produce a population of 26,579 persons and 9,827 households, but would occur over a longer period of time -- a 40-year period.

The goals and policies would otherwise remain the same as the Preferred Alternative, but the land use designations would differ. Some of the differences include:

· a 2,928-acre IUGA that extends to the south and east;

· more industrial growth would be targeted at the south end of the city;

· a 691-acre urban reserve area would contain future residential and industrial growth, with about 130 acres of the used for industrial development sometime after 2018; and

· a longer period of 40 years to allow completion of the planned residential and industrial growth.

Under this alternative the total land area in the city would be about 35% residential; 46% commercial and industrial; 11% for urban reserve; 4% community facilities; and 4% for parks and open space. The residential land areas would split about 88% low density residential and 12% high-density residential housing.

PROPOSAL LOCATION

The planning area covers the 3,466 acres of land within the city of Chehalis and its identified IUGA. This area generally falls within the Township 14 N, Range 2 West Township 13 N, Range2 West, W.M., in Lewis County, Washington.
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SUBSEQUENT LICENSES, PERMITS, OR AGREEMENTS REQUIRED FOR FOLLOWING ACTIONS

· Revise and implement city of Chehalis development regulations, including the Zoning and Subdivision Codes, Shoreline Master Program, Building Code, Administrative Code, etc. consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and the requirements of GMA.

· Implementation of the Plan through public infrastructure development, and private land development or redevelopment.

· Formal adoption by the Lewis County of a final Urban Growth Area for Chehalis.

· Annual amendments to the Comprehensive Plan.
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DATE AND LOCATION OF PUBLIC MEETINGS TO RECEIVE COMMENTS ON THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

A Planning Commission Public Hearing was held on April 19, 1999 at the Henderson Park Activity Center at 1321 S Market Boulevard in Chehalis, beginning at 7:00 PM to review and comment on the Draft Comprehensive Plan and Draft EIS.

A City Council public hearing was held on May 10, 1999 at the City Hall Council Chambers located at 80 NE Cascade Ave. in Chehalis, beginning at 3:00 PM to review and comment on the Draft Comprehensive Plan.
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